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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A container holder for supporting a 
plurality of containers wherein the container holder is 
positioned on a surface, the container holder comprising: 

a first stopper defined by peripheral walls wherein the 
peripheral walls extend between a first end and a second end; 

a base having a perimeter defining an exterior of the base 
wherein the perimeter is defined betwe e n bv a first end, a second 
end f a first edge and a second edge wherein the base has a width 
and a length wherein thii base; — « — p l a nar — wh er ein the length is 
defined between the first end and a second end and the width is 
defined between the first edge and the second edge wherein the 
base has a top side and a bottom side wherein the bottom side is 
opposite to the top side of the base wherein the width of the 
base is con Lin ur o u s- l y continuous and uniform between the first 
edge of the base and the second edge of the base from the first 
end of the base to the second end of the base wherein the base is 
positioned adjacent to the surface and further wherein the first 
stopper is secured to the first end of the base; and 

a support element adjacent to the surface wherein the second 
end of the base is connected to the support element wherein the 
base is only connected to the first stopper at the first end of 
the base and the support element at the second end of the base 
und — further wherein -the — len g th — ©■£ the base has an interior 

2 


PAGE 3117 • RCVD AT 811512006 1:26:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/36 ' DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:7737723210 1 DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 


08/15/2006 11:19 FAX 7737723210 


PATENTS+TMS 


-> USPTO CENTRAL 


12)004/017 


surface which is defined between the first edge of the base, the 
second edge of the base, extends betw&^ri the first stopper and 
the support element wherein the interior surface has an axis at a 
point a Jong the length of the base between the stopper and the 
support element wherein the axis extends from the first edge of 
the base to the second edge of the base wherein the axis is 
planar from the first edge to the second edge and further wherein 
the axi.s_ha.5_a thickness which is defined between the top side 
and the bottom side of the base wherein the thi ckness _is uniform 
from the first edge of the base to the second edge of the base - 
Claim 2 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 wherein the 
support element is a second stopper having peripheral walls 
between a first end and a second end. 

Claim 3 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 further 

comprising : 

stitching connecting the first end of the base to the first 
stopper . 

Claim 4 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a hoop at the first end of Lhe base wherein the first 
stopper is inserted into the hoop. 

Claim 5 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 wherein the 
support element is a nonparallel surface with respect to the 
surface . 
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Claim 6 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 wherein the 
base wraps around the support element. 

Claim 7 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a loop at the second end of the base wherein the support 
element is inserted into the loop. 

Claim 8 (original) The container holder of Claim 1 wherein the 
base has a length greater than a length of the first stopper. 
Claim 9 (currently amended) The container holder of Claim 1 
further comprising: 

a scale attached to displayed on the top side of the base 
wherein the scale is related to the plurality of containers. 
Claim 10 (currently amended) The container holder of Claim 1 
further comprising: 

an auxiliary device connected to associated — with the first 
stopper whsrein the auxiliary device cooperates with one of the 
plurality of containers. 

Claim 11 (withdrawn) A method for holding a plurality of 
containers on a surface, the method comprising the steps of: 
placing a stopper on the surface; 

positioning a base on the surface wherein the base has a 
length defined between a first end and a second end wherein the 
first end is connected to the stopper; and 

positioning a support element at a point near the second end 
wherein the support element is adjustable based on a number of 
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the plurality of containers and farther wherein the stopper abuts 
against one of the plurality of containers and the support 
element abuts against another one of the plurality of containers. 
Claim 12 (withdrawn) The method of Claim 11 further comprising 
the step of: 

attaching the first end of the base to the stopper . 
Claim 13 (withdrawn) The method of Claim 11 further comprising 
the step of: 

overlapping the base around the support element. 
Claim 14 (withdrawn) The method of Claim 11 further comprising 
the step of: 

attaching the second end of the base to the support element. 
Claim 15 (withdrawn) The method of Claim 11 further comprising 
the step of: 

dividing the length of the base into a scale related to the 
plurality of containers. 

Claim 16 (currently amended) A system for supporting a plurality 
of containers on a surface, the system comprising: 

a stopper having a length defined between a first end and a 
second end wherein the stopper has peripheral walls defining an 
interior wherein the peripheral walls extend between the first 
end and the second end; and 

an arm having -at — least two exterior edges — wherein the — arm 
ha© a length defined between a first end of the arm and a second 
end of__ _the __a rro wherein the arm has a width defined between a 
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first exterior edge of the arm and a second exterior edge o_f_ the 
arm wherein t he arm has a thickness defined between a top side of 
the arm and a .bottom side of the arm wherein the first end of the 
arm is attached to the stopper wherein the stopper is the only 
s_t,opper connected to the arm wherein the arm has a cross-section 
taken along the width of the arm from the first exterior edoe to 
the second exterior edge between the stopper and the second end 

of the arm wherein the cross -section has a thickness which is 

continuous and uniform across the width of the arm from the_f irst 
exterior edge of the arm to the second exterior edge of the arm 

such th-a -t Hre length of the arm — ext e nds substantially 

perpendicular — to — t+re — l e n g t -h — of th e — sto p p e r — and — further — wherein 
the — arm — is uriif urmly — flat — and — continu o us — between — tire — first 
e xteri o r ed ge and the sacand ^AL^i - ior edg e. 

Claim 17 (original) The system of Claim 16 further comprising: 

a support element associated with the second end of the arm 
wherein one of the plurality of containers abut the stopper and 
another one of the plurality of containers abut the support 
element . 

Claim 18 (currently amended) The system of Claim 16 further 
comprising: 

a scale associated — with displayed along the length of the 
arm wherein the scale is related to the plurality of containers- 
Claim 19 (currently amended) The system of Claim 16 further 
comprising: 
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indicia asauciatftd wiLli displayed on the arm* 
Claim 20 (currently amended) The system of Claim 16 further 
comprising ; 

an auxiliary device a&saiiaLud with connected to the 

stopper . 
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